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Letters to the _Edlt@r

" shou e directe
. Bxecutive who ordered ‘or
- allowed such action and not

WASHINGTON POST A
TIMES HERALDR

CPYRGHT

sCIA’s Role

{proval of the President and
Ino evidence that- GIA ha

lever proceceded on its ow
Jwithout the direction an

|carried  out :is- infended, . it’

"~ Concerning your Jan.
.editorial “Taming the Lions
I would like to voice certai
objectionis: to specific statdq
ments..and” the general ton
of the item with respect t
the Central Intelligenc
Agency.

,‘ When the CIA was create
-by the National Security A
of 1947 Congress left ope
the possibility of CIA undc
taking certain special operg
‘tions on behalf of the infer
‘ests of ' the United State
‘when and if the Nationa
Security Council would direc
such action, Thercfore, i
‘should not be surprising tha
CIA has, in the one and ond
half decades since it was es
tablished, been - directed by
the President and NSC tq
perform such duties, When
“ecloak and dagger” opera
tions - were carried out in
overseas arcas it was cer
tainly done with at lcast gen
eral knowledge of :and ap{

the staffs concerned. There |

approval of the congressiond
ally designated authority. If
criticism “of the operations

ND

. disclose to Congress or]

‘rcqmrs.d to four comumittees’

.salisfied the members of!

| intelligence activities of, the.

‘having pollee, subpoena, law-!

CPYRGHT

at the agency wh1ch carried 1t
out. . :
Conummg secret funds of
the Cl4, agam Congress Hasj
,pccmcally "authorized such
an arrangement. In the Cen|
“tral Intelligence Agency Act
cof 1949, Congress  recognized]

the necessity for- absolute]
secrecy in intelligence opera-:
tions and ordered CIA not to

Bureau of the Budget any
information about funds or|
personncl, CIA. does, how-|
ever, report ‘as regularly as is

in the Hcuse and Scnate
(Armed Services and Ap-
propriations in- both Iouses)..
The Agency has apparently.

these commiftees as to the:
appropriateness , of their|
disbursements and activities |
since the public statements of |
members are almost univer-;
sally favorable.

As to transferring counter-

FBI to the CIA, the Natwnal
Security Act of. 1947 specifi-'
cally prohibits CIA from.

enforcement,’ ‘or- internal se-:

curity fnnnﬂrmc —
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